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WNY Lions partner with WNY restaurants, purchasing 850 meals
for fron’rlme medical staff at 9 medlcul facilities

It was announced Monday that
850 purchased meals for medical
staff would be delivered to nine
local medical facilities over the
next two weeks. The first of 17
deliveries arrived at ECMC that
morning. The scheduled deliver-
ies will continue through May 8 at
various other facilities.

The 46 local Lions Clubs in
WNY Lions were awarded a
$13,149 grant, part of a Lions
Club International Foundation
emergency grant of $200,000 be-
ing used across New York. Funds
are being utilized to purchase
meals for frontline medical staff
dealing with COVID-19-related
care. Lions has responded with
121 COVID related grants to date
— over $2.6 million in The United
States alone.

After conferring with various
area medical facilities about their
staff needs, WNY Lions decided
on purchasing meals, and also de-
cided to use locally owned restau-
rants as part of the project. Res-
taurants were chosen in part for
their reputation for giving back to
their communities before the CO-
VID-19 crisis.
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This group of volunteers pictured in front of Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center features Lions from Niagara Falls
Community Lions, Lewiston Lions, Youngstown Lions, Grand Island Lions, Tonawanda Erie Canal Gateway Lions and
Town of Niagara Lions Club. (Photo courtesy of Jacob Flemming Sr./Lions Club)

A press release noted each
medical staff will also get a “CO-
VID comfort kit” of “helpful items
to make their heroic efforts a
little easier, even if it is for a mo-
ment during this pandemic.”

The hospitals recipients include

ECMC, St. Joseph’s Hospital, Sis-
ters of Charity, Mercy Hospital
of Buffalo, Kenmore Mercy Hos-
pital, Mount St. Mary’s, Buffalo
General, Millard Fillmore Subur-
ban and Niagara Falls Memorial
Medical Center.

IN THE NEWS

WNY Lions District Gov. Re-
gina Cecconi said, “This par-
ticular grant could only be used
for respite care for our essential
workers, and WNY Lions worked
together nonstop to come up with
a plan, gather all the necessary

information, letters, quotes and,
most importantly, our cabinet was
able to meet via Zoom three times
to discuss, plan and finalize this
giving initiative.

“We know essential workers of-
ten forget to eat due to their hectic
schedule and ensuring they re-
ceive a meal is helpful to them and
everyone around them. The ‘CO-
VID comfort kits’ contain items
identified by those on the front
lines. Both the meals, which are
independently packaged, and ‘CO-
VID comfort kits’ will also have a
3-by-3 logo sticker prominently dis-
playing ‘Lions Clubs International
Foundation Kindness Matters.””

WNY Lions are part of the
100-year-old-plus Lions Club In-

. ternational, one of the largest and

oldest community service orga-
nizations in the world. The clubs
focus on the local communities
and help with initiatives improv-
ing peoples’ lives, combating vi-
sion problems, responding to
major catastrophes, solving hun-
ger, helping the environment, and
providing valuable life skills to
youth. Visit wnylions.org or lion-
sclubs.org for more information.

Convent tower bells to
ring during collective

moment of daily prayer

The Sisters of St. Francis of
Penance and Christian Charity, lo-
cated at Stella Niagara near Lew-
iston, invite the community to join
in a collective moment of prayer
beginning on Friday, May 1.

The convent’s tower bells will
ring out at 10 a.m. each day as the
convent’s sisters pray for those
impacted by the COVID-19 pan-
demic, for all the first responders
and health care workers, and for
an end to the suffering caused by
the pandemic.

The sisters’ leadership pro-
claimed, “We are taking our pow-
erhouse of prayer from the inside

to the outside ... a powerful mo-
ment when a community comes
together and our energy is direct-
ed to a common purpose.”

2019 Wheatfield

Family Picnic canceled

The Wheatfield Family Picnic
committee announced the Wheat-

8438INIAGARAFALLSIBLVD

Corner of Military

2 minutes from Fashlon Outlets

2977393

field Family Picnic, originally
scheduled for Aug. 16, has unfor-
tunately been cancelled.
Secretary Donald Dee and the
committee said they reluctantly
concluded members could not
ask or expect loyal sponsors to
support the picnic given the un-
precedented strain local busi-
nesses are undergoing. Added to
that, the unknown level of social
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distancing that may be required
in August “made planning impos-
sible.”

The committee is already mak-
ing plans for the 2021 picnic.
In the meantime, members ask
everyone to support local busi-
nesses and organizations whose
donations have made the past 40
picnics possible.

OPEN 7 DAYS

Hours: Sun 12-6pm
Mon-Sat 9am-8pm

PRICES VALID FROM 5/3/20 - 5/16/20
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